HOT SEATS

Slices With Life

SEARCHING FOR THE BEST PIZZA IN JACKSONVILLE

izza is among America’s favorite foods.

Of course, no matter where you live. or

whao you ask, everyone has an opin-
ion about where to find the best pie in town,
While trying to agree on the most outstand-
ing pizza in Jacksonville, at least among my
circle of food savwy friends, it became appar-
ent that we all had preferences and none of
us shared the same opinion

To settle our diferences. | suggested a pizza
crawl. sampling slices at each of the spots
we believed were among the best in town.
In addition. to ensure consistent experiences
at every stop. we agreed to limit our selec-
tion to Margherita pizzas, made simply with
tormatoes, mozzarella cheese. fresh basil
and olive ail In this regard, our evaluations
would focus on a limited set of variables,
allowing us to more accurately compare
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and contrast flavor, texture, appearance and
overall enjoyment

After ten destinations, ten pies and plenty
of beer on the side. we learned a lot about
the elements that contribute to making a
truly great pizza. Here's a glimpse into what
we discovered

Our adventure began at Bones Pizza on May-
port Road. Co-located with Reve Brewing, the
one-two punch of wood-fired pizzas accom-
panied by an impressive selection of craft
beers was an excellent way to kick-starl our
investigations. Their version of a margherita
pizza—the Mayporita—was excellent. arriving
perfectly baked with a nice touch of charring
on a crispy yet somewhat chewy crust. Suit-
ably impressed, had this been our only desti-
nation for the day, we would have been more

than happy to order more of everything and
make ourselves at home,

The rest of this day's tastings tock place
within a stone’s throw of the Atlantic Ocean,
including visits to Joseph's Pizza in Atlantic
Beach, Mezza Luna Ristorante and Al's Pizza
irn Neptune Beach. and V-Pizza in Jacksonville
Beach, While each of us had expectations of
how good these pizzas were going to be, we
did not find a demonstrably better pie among
them. Yes, the pizzas were enjoyable. Their
crusts—sometimes thin and crispy, other
times thicker and chewier—were the biggest
diferentiators. When it came to overall ap-
peal, we all commented how nicely the Mar-
gherita at Al's was presented but this alone
was not enough to win everyone over, UILK-
mately. we were hard-pressed to pick a pie
that out-performed the rest.



Knowing that we had five more pizzerias to visit,
we remained oplimistic. We were beginning to
suspect, however, that had we ordered pizzas with
a larger number of toppings. we might have liked
therm even more. Of course, we held to the apinion
that a stand-out Margherita was sure to be found,

Hawing recovered from our first day of gluttony, we
were ready to set out once again in search of an
undeniably impressive Margherita pie. Our desti-
nations this time were Redrigo’s Craft Pizza. Piegs
arvd Carmine's Pie House in Riverside. Moon River
in Murray Hill: and Bella Vista in Fruit Cove: allwell
regarded with loyal followings, To our surprise, as
with the previous day's findings. it was difficult to
distinguish one ple as noticeably better than the
cthers. While the wood-fired pizzas at Piegs and
Rodrigo's had crusts that made them individual
favarites. and all the pies had merit. no one pizza
autperformed the others.

After so many pies, it was clear that finding Jack-
sonville's best was not going to be easy. Plus,
knowing there were lots of other pizzerias that
came highly recommended, our idea of a com-
prehensive pizza crawl was looking ke a nev-
er-ending endeavor. Having been unable to find
a clear winner so far. we agreed that conducting
additional tastings, while enjovable, would most
likely deliver similar cutcomes.

Knowing how passionately people spoke about
their favorite pizzeria and their favorite pie, we
decided identifying Jacksonville’s best would be
better left to individual preferences. We're still big
fans of all of these places and eager to visit them
again, So many pizzas So little time, #

ORDER UP!

These specialty pies and slices earn raves:

AL'S PIZZA = The Greek
BELLA VISTA = Burrata Pizza
BONES PIZZA » Friend of the Devil
CARMINE'S PIE HOUSE « Chicago Stuffed Pizza Pie
JOSEPH'S « Joseph's Special
MEZZA LUNA « Wild Mushroom
MOON RIVER « T-Rex
PIE95 « Fungi Pizza
RODRIGO'S CRAFT PIZZA » The Bella
V-PIZZA « The V Stromboli #*
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